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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1, 2, 3 and 6-16 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kumar et al. (US Pat. No. 6,006,253) in view of Pang et al. (US Pat. No. 6,298,045 Bl). 
- Regarding claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 10, 15 and 16, Kumar et al. discloses, in Fig.l, a 



gateway 122 provides appropriate conversions between different network types (a Gateway is in 
communication with a switch circuit network and translates PSTN signals into computer network 
signals). See col.3, lines 5-37. A Multipoint Control Unit 126 (MCU) comprises a Manager 
Control (MC) that is connected with the gateway 122 and H.324 terminals (Signal routing agent 
is in communication with gateway and terminals). See col.3, lines 30-50. Kumar et al. does not 
disclose the signal routing agent that is programmed to simultaneously transmit plural line 
appearance signals that identify origins of incoming calls to the selected terminal. Pang et al. 
discloses, in Fig.2, a plurality of telephones 12 or fax machines 44 establishing call 
communications to computers 24, printers 22 via communication system 50 using Tl, ISDN. See 



Gateway 122 that communicates between PSTN 170 and computer H.323 terminals. The 
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col. 6, line 55 to col.7, lines 8 & col. 12, line 60 to col. 13, line 10 ( transmitting a plurality of 
incoming calls simultaneously). The invention is described as an office attendant-type 
communication calls to one or more computer 24 which is/ are described in a GUI window 130 
shown in Fig.8A. See col. 13, lines 45-50. Fig.8A discloses in GUI window 130 various lines 
132, each identifying caller name, phone numbers 150, and line status 148. See col. 16, lines 20- 
40 (multiple line appearance signals). A user at computer 24 may either select one of options 
such as hold, transfer, hangup the calls. See col. 15, lines 55-65. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to use the, ISDN, Tl and GUI window 130 of Pang et al. in Kumar et al. in order to 
simultaneously transmit incoming calls to select terminal. 

- Regarding claim 3, Kumar et al. discloses ,in Fig.2B, H.323 terminals within panel 
210 communicate with the MCU 220 in a point-to-point manner on the H.245 control channel 
222 and audio, video channel 228 (signal routing agent is in communication with respective 
terminals). See col. 4, lines 30-45. 

- Regarding claim 9, this claim is directed to the same subject matter claim 1, except for 
at least one gate keeper in communication with the gateway, and controls the gateway to transmit 
signals to the signal routing agent. Kumar et al discloses, in Fig.l, a Gatekeeper 124 that 
provides control access over network 1 10 in such a way the gatekeeper 124 is connected with the 
gateway 122 and MCU 126 (at least one gate keeper in communication with the gateway, and 
controls the gateway to transmit signals to the signal routing agent ). See col. 3, lines 40-50. 
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- Regarding claim 1 1, Kumar et al. does not disclose a second Gatekeeper that connects 
to the first Gatekeeper. However, it is well known in the art to add a second Gatekeeper that 
connects to the first Gatekeeper, signal routing agent. Therefore, it would have been obvious in 
the art at the time the invention was made to add a second Gatekeeper into network 1 10 as 
disclosed by Kumar et al. to locate a gatekeeper that services a particular dialed number. 

- Regarding claims 12 and 14, the limitations of these claims have been addressed in 
claim 7. 

- Regarding claim 13, the limitation of this claim has been addressed in claim 6. 

Claims 4, 5 and 17- 19 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kumar et al. (US Pat. No. 6,006,253) in view of Skarbo et al. (US Pat. No. 5,546,447), and 
further in view of Pepper et al. (US Pat. No. 5,930,700). 

- Regarding claim 4, Kumar et al. discloses substantially the limitations of this claim in 
claim 1 above, except a configuration database storing terminal information. Pepper et al. 
discloses, in Fig.3, incoming calls from telephone 302 are interfaced by Interface TNI (gateway) 
304 which answers the call and alerts a service control 306 that a call has been received for a 
given line. The controller 306 uses data base 308 to determine the identity of the call as long as 
to which subscriber the call is directed to ( database storing terminal information). See col. 6, 
lines 12-30. Therefore, it would have been obvious to use the database 308 of Pepper et al. 's 
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system into the network 102 to store terminal information into Kumar et al. in order to identify 
the origine of the call. 

- Regarding claim 5, Kumar et al. does not disclose the database comprises an 
association table. Pepper et al. discloses, in Fig.8, a phone book screen 800 which provides a 
database for maintaining a list of names 806, phone numbers 808, and addresses 810. All of 
theses are arranged in a table. See col.9, lines 10-20. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
use the table database of Pepper et al. 's into the network 1 10 of Kumar et al. to determine 
the terminal corresponding to the dialed number. 

- Regarding claims 17- 19, these claims are directed to the same subject matter claim 1, 
except for the following: Kumar et al. does not disclose a database that determines terminals 
corresponding to the dialed number. Pepper et al. discloses, in Fig.3, a database 308 that 
communicates with the PDA 200. The database 308 may contain a copy of the subscriber 's 
Phone book and Date book databases. Preferably, the database 308 automatically synchronizes 
with the information stored in the subscriber c s PDA 200 ( a database that determines terminals 
corresponding to the dialed number). See col.5, lines 30-45. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious in the art at the time the invention was made to use the database 308 of Pepper et al. 's 
system into the network 1 10 as disclosed by Kumar et al. to determine terminals corresponding 
to dialed number. 
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Response to Arguments 
2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Berger et aL (US Pat. No. 6,196,846 Bl) discloses Sytem ansd Method for Establishing a 
Data Session and a Voice Session for Training a User on a Commputer Program. 

Hortensius et al. (US Pat. No. 6,173,044 Bl) discloses Multipoint Simultaneously Voice 
and Data Services Using a Media Splitter Gateway Architecture. 

Applegate et al. (US Pat. No. 5,255,314) discloses Switch Adjunct Integration 
Arrangment. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Hanh Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 306-5445. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou, can be reached on (703) 305-4744. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to : 



Conclusion 



t 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 
or faxed to : (703) 872-9314 

For informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED"or"DRAFT" 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Dr. 
Arlington VA, Sixth floor (Receptionist) 




Ajit Pate! 
Prrrmry Examiner 




January 28, 2002 



